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Guick Facts

All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are three- and
four-wheeled, small, motorized cycles
designed for off-road use.

ATV numbers have increased rapidly in
rural America, and conseguently, ATV-
related injuries and deaths have in-
creased.

Professional instruction and certification,
safe speeds, protective gear (especla,l}y
a safety helmset), adherance to laws
a,nd regulations can reduce accidents.

cial care.
Operating tips also provide additional
safety measures.

Rural Americais rapidly becoming swamped
with all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), mostly for rec-
reational use. Three- and four-wheeled ATVs are
small motorized cycles with large, soft tires and
are designed for off-road use on a variety of ter-
rains. In April 1985, an estimated 1.8 million
ATVs were in use—an increase to 2.5 million is
expected by the end of 1985,

Although ATVs are fun to operate, there has
been a dramatic increase in injuries and deaths
associated with these oversized, motorized three-
wheelers. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPBC) has estimated the number of
ATV-related injuries {ireated in hospital rooms)
jumped from 8,800 in 18982 t0 27,800 in 1883. Almost
78,000 injuries occurred in 1984 and more than
100,000 are expected in 1985,

More than 100 ATV-related deaths cccurred
from 1982 through 1884; many could have been
prevented if the operator had been wearing a
safety helmet. Of these fatal accidents, 22 percent
involved operators less than 12 years old. An
estimated 100 fatalities will occour in 1985,

Using ATVs for field chores requires spe- |
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Reﬁﬁ@e Acciéents

The CFSC and »he i-i;}eczalty Institute of
America belisve ATV accidents can be reduced if
the following safety rules arsobgerved: -~

s Threse-whesied AlTVs have unigue hané};mfm
charactemsmcs Eegmm ng rzders shedﬁ g@i
Practzce fir;,*z on a Eevel area. a.nd then ina
more difficult; but controlled, environment
before mdmg an &TV in reugh orunfamiliar
terrain. :

« - CPSC injury mvestzgaﬁmns shcw that the
majority of acmdems ocour-when the ATV
as a rock or ditch. Do not exceed speeds that
are safe for the terrain you are traveling.

« Parents, rememberthat ATVsare not simply
overgrown fricycles. Children shouid use
motorized ATVs only after they receive
instruction under adult supervision and only
when they are old enocugh to safely handle
them. ,

+ Always wear an approved protective helmet
and other protective gear.

e Three-wheeled ATVs are designed for one
rider only. Do not ride double.

» Do not operate ATVs when using alecoholic
beverages.

+» Always readthe instruction manual and fol-
low the manufacturers’ guidance for use,
maintenance and pre-use checks.

o Do not use ATVs on paved roads or streets.

« Observe local laws or regulations and any
regulations that have been established for
public rec¢reational areas where ATV use is
permitted.

s Always use good judgment when operating
vour ATV,

Call the CPSC Hotline at (800) 838-2772 for
further information on ATV safety.

1Paul D. Ayers, CSU extension safety specialist
{8/85)

tssued in furthevance of Cooperative Extension work in agricutiure and home economics, Acts of May 8and
June 36, 1914, In cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculiure, Don K. Chadwick, director
of Exiension Service, Colorado State University, Fort Colling, Colorado 80523. The C8U Cooperative
o serve aif people on an equal and nondiscriminatory basis.
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rolcauses most accidents.

W hen the s@é?&t@r encounters a change of terrain

or swerves to avoid an obsiacle, it causses an
abrupt change of balance and loss of control.

Collisions with automobiles on public roads |
are the most common cause of fatal ATV acci-

dents: It is illegal to operate an ATV on public
roads.

Clothing and protective gear are important
for ssafe ATV @@graimn A safety heimet

ﬁé@unimg % spr&yer tank on ﬁhe rearofthevehicle
increases the chances {or & véar turnoveri Also,
tying a load to the bar behind the ATV.seat can
cause o rear turnover if the pull is largs! Attach
loads under the vehicle:on the fra,me L

Additional Safet"y T};@g

i To turﬁ a,ﬁ &T‘xf g&ep mcs? {:ﬁf y@ur bady
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! h&i:i :

I‘L’iﬁaﬁg and in ge&r a@g}ig rear hfak@ and
avold sharp turns,

- 5. Avoid “side hill” situations, buf when"

necessary, lsan into the hill :

8. As g lastresort to avoid an impending col-

lision, roll off the vehicle andkick yenrself

- free of it.

R@f@r@ﬁ@gg :
' Nam{ma} S&feﬁy C@‘&nm} Spring 1885, Agri-

Terz’ai 'Vehmies
Table 2: ATV accidents.*
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Table 3: ATV fatalities”
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